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EDITOR'S ADDRESS. 


TO THE PATRONS OF THE CHRISTIAN REPO- 
SITORY. 
MY RESPECTED FRIENDS, 

f deem it not improper, on issuing my first number 
of the Christian Repository, to offer to your notice a 
few preliminary remarks. 

The Christian Repository is of five years standing : 
It is one of the earliest of the Universalist publications. 
My much respected friend, Rev. Samuel C. Loveland, 
has been its only Editor to this time, and he has con- 
ducted it with that wisdom and prudence, which has 

increased its circulation, and has afforded to our chris- 

tian fraternity a very general satisfaction. The Re- 
Mhository, perhaps, never stood higher in the estimation 
christian public than it does at this time. It is, 
rreatly to be desired that the change of 
juot diminish the value and excellency of 
n. However, the new Editor would 
edge, that he is not without his fears on 
t stil! he hopes, by the blessing of God 
nce of his brethren, to render it in some 
, useful to its readers. ‘The subjects with 
whi »columns of the Repository will be filled, will 
ing: rt be original from the pen of the Editor and 
@ihers. As the former Editor has ever maintained his 
independence upon christian doctrine, so will the pre- 
> sent Editor, hoping, however, that none will be offended 
* athim for this, while he readily grants to others the 


. same privilege. The grand object of this religious 
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publication will be to give a biblical representation of 
the character of God, his relation and love to his 
creatures, and forcibly to inculcate piety and morality 
among men. 

It will be unnecessary at this time to say any thing 
more about the Editor’s tenets, than merely to acknow- 
ledge that he is a firm, unwavering believer in universal 
salvation. He has been a public preacher of this glorious 
doctrine for almost ten years ; and never did his mind 
enjoy sweeter satisfaction and comfort in the truth, 
than it does at the present time. That others may 
enjoy the same comfort in believing the truth, is the 
sincere desire of the writer of this address. To accom- 
plish this object, the Editor is not only willing to labor 
in the vineyard of his divine Lord and Master by preach- 
ing, but also to write, and select from the pens of others 
such sentiments as shall be calculated to produce in 
the minds of men reconciliation to God. 

Brethren to whom this address shall come, pe 
your friend and brother to state to you, the 
of the singing of birds has come with us: the 
strength of a usurped spiritual dominion dias be 
give way before the progress of divine tru 
coming enlightened in the arts and scien 
fogs and clouds of the dark ages are beg 
perse. Men are becoming more sensible tot 
their nature, and are learning to think and rewet 
themselves. With these facts before our eyes, let us 
courage and press onward, believing that we shall co 
off more than “conquerors through him that loved us2™) 
The cruel and unmerciful doctrine of endless misery, 
which so much dishonors the character of God, is fast 
giving way to this more rational and divine sentiment 
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contained in the message of the Angel to the shepherds, 
“Fear not, for behold I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to aH people.” 

The Editor would inform his subscribers that it is his 
intention to obtain all those religious publications of his 
own denomination, out of which to make as careful se- 
lections as his judgement shall dictate, for the benefit 
of his brethren. As the subscription papers have not all 
been returned, and as it is probable there are more sub- 
scribers than have been received; so there will be a 
larger number of copies published of the first number, 
than are already taken up, to supply those who shall 
hereafter send in their names or become future subscri- 
bers. 7 

Each number of this volume will commence with a 
Sermon from the Editor, where there is no credit given. 
, ft 3 is to be phn that agents and brethren will endea- 





ais original matter will be read with a 
at that which is selected, so communica- 
are t from the brethren in the various parts 

t — Now that this work may prosper, and 
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SERMON, NO. XXIII. 







St. Luke xv. 11, 12, 13.—“And he said, A certain man had 
two sons ; and the younger; of them said to his father, Fa- 
, ther, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he 
7 divided unto them his living. And, not many days after, 
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the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey 
into a far country, and there wasted his substance with 
riotous living. 

The passage of scripture which has been read, stands 
at the head of an important parable, all of which will be 
considered in our subject. It appears, from the New 
Testament, that it was a frequent custom with our Sav- 
ior, to speak to the people in parables, which you may 
learn by consulting the following places in scripture : 
St. Matt. xiii. 3; Luke v. 36, and xiii. 6, and xxi. 29. All 
the parables of our Savior, which he delivered to the 
Scribes and Pharisees, publicans and sinners, contain 
the most excellent morals. And our text, with its con- 
nexion, may very properly be reckoned, in this respect, 
neither barren nor unfruitful. It shows to us, in the 
sequel, the strength of a parent’s love towards his prod- 
igal child, and is representative of our heavenly Father’s 
love towards all his sinful and prodigal children. os 

In illustrating this cubject, we shall attend to the fol, 
lowing propositions. ee 
I. We shall call into notice the youngest gon Pe 
gathered up his portion of goods, and weit from his 
father into a far country, but afterwards néturneds 5. 
If. We shall bring to our notice the ¢ ts 
tarried at home, and was angry at his brotl ers r 
Iff. We shall notice the very proper conduetios 1 
father towards these, his two sons ; and close the 
ject with suitable reflections. — 






















gathered up his portion of goods, and went from his" 
ther, into a far country ; but afterwards returned. This 
youngest son, as it must appear, plainly represents the 
publicans and sinners of our Savior’s day, or those per-" 
sons whom the Scribes and Pharisees reckoned worse — 
than themselves. They were probably the common 


sort of people, and industriously labored for their living. 


er 3 
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They were, however, in common with all men, sinners. 
This is discovered to us in the character which the 
younger son sustained. He gathered up his portion of 
goods, and departed from his father. The phrase, “give 
me the portion of goods that falleth to me,” has an un- 
doubted reference to those publicans and sinners who 
came to Christ te obtain a knowledge of moral obliga- 
tion, and who severally had talents given them, from 
which they were required to make moral improvement. 
The misuse, or abuse of those talents given, is signified 
by the younger son’s leaving his father, and taking a 
journey into a far country, where we are told he 
wasted his substance in riotous living; that ts, he mis- 
iinproved those talents given him, or buried them in the 
earth. All this is descriptive of those publicans and 
sinners who obtained a knowledge of Christ’s moral re- 
quirements, and then departed from them. The state 
of famine into which the youngest son was finally 
brought, shows that those publicans and sinners could 
find no salvation in a course of sin. Consequently, they 
were brought to feed on husks, instead of bread, be- 
cause of edie transgressions. How dark must have 
deen that mio ment ahee this younger son could go no far- 
1e dorward n his prodigality and sin, could see no ray 
lig ht behind him 3 all was thick darkness around him. 

s former friends and companions had fled, and left 
him alone to be the companion of his own tormenting 
reflections. Methinks I hear him groan in spirit, and 
sig himself in this distressing language : Alas! alas! 

{ am,undone forever, my ways are hedged up around 
me, God be merciful to mea sinner. But no sooner 
had he expressed himself in the above distressing lan- 
guage, thana gleam of light came forth from that sun 







~ which shall never set, and broke his more than midnight 


darkness. And now for the first time in all his poverty 
and distress of mind, “he came to himself, and said, 
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How many hired servants of my father’s house have 
bread enough, and to spare, and I perish with hunger ! 
I will arise, and go to my father, and will say-unto him, 
Father, | have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me 
as one of thy hired servants. And he arose, and came 
to his father.” We discover in this language that sen- 
timent of feeling which the true light of heaven always 
produces, viz. humility. So humbled, that he claimed 
not the rank of a child, nor even dared to express to his 
father that he was his child. “And he said unto his 
father, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy 
sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.” 
The conduct of the father towards his once prodigal, 
but now penitent child, we leave for the present. All 
that we have said upon the prodigality and penitence 
of the youngest son, is embraced in the character and 
conduct of those publicans and sinners who forsook 
their sins, and humbly returned to the Father of their 
spirits, saying, God be merciful to us, sinners. 
II. We shall bring to our notice the oldest sonswho 
tarried at home, and was angry at his brothers return. 
The oldest son, mentioned in this parable, und nu te: 3 
represents the Scribes and Pharisees, who frequently ' 
attended and heard our Savior’s discourses. ‘he 
and Pharisees are very properly denominated the # 
son,” from several considerations : 


Ist. They were the ones who first received the law 
of Moses. 


2d. They were the first who had the testimony ¢ ‘the 
Prophets. 


$d. They were the first who heard the gospel of Christ 
proclaimed. 


In all these respects they might very properly be 
considered as the “oldest son,” or those who have hed 


the first privileges in a religious point of view. This 
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elder son, we are informed in the parable, was in the 
field at the return of his younger brother, and as he 
approached the house, “he heard music and dancing.” 
This began exceedingly to disturb his mind; so much 
so, that he hastily inquired of one of the servants what 
these things meant; and received in answer, “Thy 
brother is come.”? Now, anger and self-righteousness 
began to rise in his bosom, and as he came up to his 
father, he said, “Lo, these many years do [ serve thee; 
neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment, 
and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make 
merry with my friends ; but as soon as this thy son was 
come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou 
hast killed for him the fatted calf.”? Here we discover 
the disaffection this oldest son had toward his father ; 
he boasted of the service he had rendered him, and 
complained of the returns which had been made. How 
plainly do these expressions speak to us of the high 
conceit he had of his own services and goodness. Like 
the high toned Pharisee, who went into the temple to 
pray, he could thank God he was not like other men. 
He claimed all the inheritance “by the deeds of the 
law,” by which, we are informed, “no flesh shall be 
justified.” Enough has been said to satisfy us all, that 
*the oldest son spoken of in this parable plainly repre- 
~ sents the Scribes and Pharisees, who going “about to 
establisn their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of God.” 

III. We shall notice the very proper conduct of the 
father towards these, his two sons, and close the subject 
with suitable reflections. 

We are still to remember that we are discoursing 
upon a parable which is not a historical narrative of any 
individual man or family, only figurative of what has 


been or may be transacted. The father, spoken of in 
the parable, represents and is figurative of our heavenly 
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Father, who is equally good to all his children, “and 
whose tender mercies are over all his works.” 
The Scribes and the Pharisees, the publicans and sin- 
ners, representing the elder and younger son, are all 
equally deartohim. He loves, blesses, and bestows favors 
upon all of them indiscriminately. The hypocritical 
Jew and idolatrous Gentile all live under the banner of 
his love, and receive their existence and all blessings 
from him. Yet it appears according to divine revela- 
tion and our own experience, that we cannot enjoy God 
unless we love him. Consequently it behoves us above 
all things to forsake our sins like the prodigal, and 
return to Him, who will einbrace us in the arms of his 
mercy, and own us as the heirs of his kingdom forever. 

It appears when the prodigal commenced his return, 
while he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, 
and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him. This denotes the superabounding kindness 
and mercy of God to penitent and returning sinners ; 
that he will meet them onthe way, and embrace them 
with the holy kiss of his love. Altho the penitent prodigal! 
thought he was no more worthy to be called a son, yet 
we find he was very much mistaken, for the father still 
owned him as his child, and says, “For this my SOm Was — 
dead, and is alive again ; he was lost, and és found.??” ‘ 
The father now orders the servant to “bring the best 
robe, and put it on him ; to put a ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet.”” This is a further continuation of God’s 
love manifested to the returning sinner. But this is 
not all, he ordered to “bring hither tke fatted calf, and 
kill it ; and let us eat and be merry.” How elated the 
father seems to be; he clothes the returning prodigal 
with the seamless robe of -Christ’s. righteousness, he 
puts a ring on his hand, which is figurative of his 
love, which has no beginning nor end, he secured his 
feet from injury or from going astray, by shoeing him 
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“with the preparation of the gospel,”’ and all this was 
not enough, the fatted calf must be killed, a feast must 
be made, and they must make merry on the occasion. 
This signifies that there is more joy “in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, than over ninety and nine 
just persons who need no repentance.’? Thus we see 
the penitent sinner bronght home to his father’s table, 
to enjoy his paternal love; what a contrast between 
his now present happy situation, and his former condi- 
tion, raised from the lowest state of misery, to the most 
exalted state of happiness. But we are to remember 
that all this time the oldest son is without, grumbling 
and complaining with anger at the sight of his brother’s 
felicity. How does his father treat him ? Does he in 
wrath banish him from his presence F No; he goes out 
and entreats him, he is long suffering and kind toward 
him, not willing that he should perish; but desires him 
to come to the same enjoyment of his brother. But the 
oldest son reflects on his works which he had done, and 
on the prodigality of his brother, and he says, What, 
shall this fellow fare as well as 1, who have borne the 
heat and burden of the day F vexation! I won’t go in. 
The father still shows mercy, and says, “Son, thou art 
ever with me, and all that I have is thine. It was meet 
‘that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy 
brother was dead, and is alive again ; and was lost, and 
is found.”” Here ends the parable, the father’s mercy 
is expressed to the last; he says to this elder son, “all 
that I have is thine.”? It is verified from this parable, 
that what our Savior said to the Scribes and Pharisees 
in another place, is true; “publicans and harlots shall 
go into the kingdom of heaven before you.” “The first 
shall be last, and the last shall be first.” 

In the subject we have had under consideration, we 
behold parental love most beautifully exemplified. The 
father seems to be equally good to both his sons, and 
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endeavors by the soft, entreating language of mercy to 
bring the elder son to the enjoyment of the same inheri- 
tance possessed by the younger. How most exactly 
does this parable represent the kind and merciful char- 
acter of our heavenly Father. He calls on his disobe- 
dient children to return unto him, saying, “Look unte 
me, all ye ends of the earth, and be ye saved, for I am 
God, and there is noneelse.”? He has sent his own 
beloved “Son into the world, not to condemn the 
world, but that the world through him might be saved.” 
Let us all return unto God, that we may live. May we 
repent of all our sins and become humble like the prod- 
igal ; then we shall wear the robe of righteousness, have 
shoes put on our feet, and be made partakers of a feast 
of fat things, prepared in God’s love for ail people. 
Which may God grant to be the happy lot and portion 
of his whole Israel. AMEN. 


—_— —-— 


For the Repository. 
MISSIONS. 
Mr. Editor, 


As this is an age of missionary exertions, I have 
thought proper to communicate to you my opinion and 
feelings upon this subject, and if you think them worthy, 
you may give them a place in the Repository. 

I have long viewed with disapprobation, the means 
employed to aid the cause of missions. They have ap- 
peared to me low and grovelling, calculated to degrade 
rather than exalt the cause they are designed to sup- 
port. The arts which are frequently practised to ob- 
tain money, have appeared to me more like the in- 
trigues of courts than like the wise exertions of pious 
Christians. But l frankly acknowledge that I am no 
better pleased with the mode frequently made use of to 
oppose missions. Most of the pieces | have seen pub- 
lished against missions, have been directed against the 
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thing itself, as well as against its abuses. Many com- 
munications have appeared, and, I .am sorry to say, in 
our own papers, tov, which go against missions no less 
than against Christianity itself. We frequently see 
declarations like this brought to oppose missionary ex- 
ertions: “God has created the heathen, and he will take 
care of them without our assistance.’’ Now such de- 
clarations involve a principle which saps the foundation 
of religion and morality. It goes directly to destroy 
all exertions on the part of human beings, in forming 
habits of piety and virtue. This principle reduced to 
practice, would have forever prevented the introduction 
of the gospel. If the benevolent Jesus had adopted this 
principle, he certainly would not have died upon the 
cross for the salvation of sinners. If the apostles had 
said, “God has created mankind, and will take care of 
them without our aid,” they would not, if consistent, 
have endured such severe trials for the sake of publish- 
ing the gospel to the world. But this principle not 
only opposes the introduction of the gospel, but goes 
directly to destroy its influence after it is introduced, 
If we adopt this principle, and are governed by its in- 
fluence, we should entirely destroy the moral influence 
of Christianity. If we are called upon to be virtuous, 
that thereby we may be happy, the reply is ready at 
hand—God has created us, and he will take care of 
us without our assistance.” Thus would all the warn- 
ings of the divine spirit, and all the other means of the 
gospel, be completely baffled, and their tendency «e- 
stroyed. The legitimate fruit of this doctrine, is te 
destroy all moral and religious exertions, and produce 
a state of total indifference relative to divine things. 
Now it is to be lamented that those who profess the 
Christian name, should adopt maxims which aim a blow 
at the foundation of Christianity. No sincere and en- 
lightened Christian can fee! vpposed to the cause of 
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missions, if they be properly conducted, and the genuine 
gospel be taught. If improper means are adopted to aid 
that cause, we ought to oppose the abuse, and not the 
thing itself. We have no more reason to reject mis- 
sions because they have been abused, than we have to 
reject Christianity itself, because that has been abused. 
We, as Universalists, profess to believe that the gospel 
is designed for all, and will eventually be realized by 
them. And we must believe that the gospel is to be 
propagated by human agency, or thatit is not. If it is, 
then we must de in favor of reasonable exertions being 
made to spread the gospel. If it is not, then the exer- 
tien we are aking to extend our cause, is idle and ab- 
surd. It would be unreasonable for us to use our influ- 
ence to promulgate any doctrine which we do not be- 
lieve ; unreasonable to contribute beyond our ability to 
propagate any doctrine ; and unreasonable to send mis- 
sionaries abroad, while so much remains to be done at 
home. That these remarks may excite inquiry upon 
this subject, which may lead to the discovery of truth, 
is the sincere desire of your friend and brother, 
(CU Fe * H ****2, 


pan 


The following substantial Reasons for rejecting the doctrine 
of endless misery were recently written and published in a 
pamphlet, by Rev. Charles Hudson. We give them an 
insertion in the Repository, for the benefit of our readers, 
both friends and opponents. 


A BRIEF STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR REJECTING THE 


DOCTRINE OF ENDLESS MISERY. 

That the misery of the wicked will be limited by the 

restoration of all men to holiness and felicity, appears 

evident from various considerations, among which are 
the following: 

1. He do not believe the doctrine of endless misery ; 

because vt involves principles which shock every feeling 
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of humanity and piety, and are contradictory in them- 
selves.—It is an essential ingredient in the doctrine of 
endless misery, that the sufferings of the damned aug- 
ment the joys of heaven. This is strenuously con- 
tended for by those who style themselves orthodoa, at 
the present day. They assert that the good of the uni- 
verse requires the endless torment of a part of man- 
kind, and that every degree of misery in hell will pro- 
duce corresponding degrees of joy in heaven! Iam 
sensible that the liberal part, (if such they can be call- 
ed) of the votaries of endless misery disclaim such 
principles, but still their doctrine necessarily involves 
them. Tho they generally reject the doctrine of God’s 
universal decrees, they maintain that God overrules all 
things for good. This is not only contended for in 
direct form, but is a principle recognized in all their 
reasoning. Now, if all things be overruled for good, 
then the misery of the wicked will increase the joy of 
the saints. If God overrules endless misery for good, 
some happiness must result from it ; and this happiness 
must be enjoyed by the saints; fer surely it cannot be 
said that the wicked will be made happy by being end- 
lessly punished. Thus does the doctrine of endless 
inisery, on any system, involve the principle, that the 
saints will rejoice at the misery of the wicked. But 
what heart warmed by the love of God, can rejoice at 
the endless, unspeakable torture of a great part of man- 
kind ? Can the saints in glory be so destitute of charity; 
and all those principles of affection, and feelings of 
benevolence, which the gospel enjoins, as to exult at 
the intolerable suffering of their nearest and dearest 
earthly friends and connexions? If the saints in 
heaven can rejoice eternally at the sight of infinite an- 
guish, they must be vastly more inhuman and savage 
than the most hardened wretch ever resident upon earth, 


and, one would think, better qualified for the society 
"Vou. VI. 2 
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of merciless demons, than for that of the merciful God 
and his compassionate Son. Men in this world cannot 
enjoy happiness from the consideration that their best 
friends will be a prey to never-ending torture; and 
unless they be far more unfeeling and vicious in havieh 
than on earth, this can never be the case there. It is 
blasphemous to ascribe feelings thus infinitely savage 
to the angels in light, since Jesus hath told us,* that the 
saints are so desirous of the happiness of their fellow 
creatures, that the repentance of a single individual 
will fill the courts of heaven with an ecstacy of joy. 

But we are told that the happiness of the whole uni- 
verse requires the misery of a part of mankind! What 
can be more absurd than this? Every whole is made up 
of parts; and the happiness or misery of the whole 
must be the happiness or misery of all the parts which 
compose this whole. The whole universe is made up of 
individuals, and the greatest happiness of this universe 
must be the aggregate happiness of every individual. 
How is it possible that the greatest happiness of the 
unierse can require the extreme torment of the greater 
part of the members of which the universe is composed ? 
We might as well pretend that the greatest misery of 
the universe required the infinite happiness of the 
greater part of mankind. No man would admit such 
absurdities on any other subject. Who would pretend 
that the greatest happiness of a human body required 
the extreme misery of the greater part ‘of the members 
which compose this body? It is manifest from the fig- 
ure introduced, that the happiness of the members 
would be the happiness of the body ; and the pain of 
the members would be the pain of the body. And so it 
is with the universe. The greatest happiness of the 
universe can no more consist with the misery of a part 
of its own members, than the greatest happiness of the 


* Luke xy. 7, 10. 
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human body can consist with the pain of its members. 
But enough has been said to confute this absurd notion. 
Confute it, did 1 say? It needs no other confutation 
than the bare statement of the proposition. For the 
notion that the greatest happiness of the whole requires 
the endless misery of a part, and that the saints in 
heaven will rejoice at the torment of the damned, 


‘Is a monster of so frightful mein, 
To be rejected needs but to be seen.” 


Now the doctrine of endless misery must stand or fall 
with the notion above stated. Every person, therefore, 
who is not willing to acknowledge that the saints in 
bliss will rejoice at the misery of their fellow creatures, 
and that the greatest happiness of the whole requires 
the infinite torment of the greater part of the members 
which compose it, must, if consistent, reject the doc- 
trine of never ceasing misery. 
2. We do not believe in endless misery; because it is 
incompatible with the acknowledged attributes of the 
Deity.— That God is a being of infinite wisdom, good- 
ness, and power, the scriptures abundantly assert, and 
all Christians admit. As God is infinitely perfect, he 
could reap no advantage from the creation of man. 
Therefore, the happiness or misery of the creature must 
have been the motive by which our heavenly Father was 
actuated in bringing man into being. As God is infi- 
nitely good, he would desire the happiness of all his 
creatures. And his prescience enabled him to know 
the precise state of every individual before he was cre- 
ated. Now if God had foreseen that a single individ- 
ual would be an infinite loser by his existence, his good- 
ness would have prompted him to let that being sleep 
in unconsciousness. Man certainly must have been 
guiltless in a state of non-existence, and to call an 
* innocent non-entity into being for the express purpose 
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of making him infinitely miserable, must be an act of 
cruel injustice. As God is infinite in goodness, he 
must have designed the ultimate happiness of mankind ; 
as he is infinite in wisdom, he must have wisely adapted 
means to this end; and as he is infinite in power, he 
will carry his plan into execution, and this will result 
in universal felicity. To say that God did not design 
the happiness of all, is to deny his unlimited goodness. 
To say that he will be frustrated in his scheme, is to 
deny his infinite wisdom. To admit, as most Christians 
do, the benevolence of the design and the wisdom of the 
plan, and yet to contend that all will not be made 
happy, is to deny his almighty power. All therefore, 
who believe in endless misery must, if consistent, deny 
either the infinite wisdom, goodness, or power of the 
Almighty. 

Again; the scriptures assure us that God loved man- 
kind, when they were ungodly, sinners, and enemies.* 
All professed Christians acknowledge that God is an 
unchangeadle being. Now as God loved his creatures, 
when they were dead in sin, it 1s certain that he will 
Jove them eternally, for he changes not ; and hence it is 
evident that he wiil not cast them off forever. Thus 
do the perfections of Jehovah secure the endless felicity 
of ali his creatures. 

§. We do not believe that any will be cast off forever ; 
because God desires the happiness of all men.—*“<As [ 
live, saith the Lord God, IL have no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked, but that he turn and live.” “He is not 
willing that any should perish,” but “will have all men 
to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth.’*t 
From these texts, and many others which might be 
quoted, we learn that it is the will and pleasure of God, 


* See Rom. v. 6. 8, 10. Eph. 1. 5.6. John iil. 16, 17. 
+ See Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 2 Pet. ini. 9. 1 Tim. i. 4. 
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that all men shall ultimately repent and become happy. 
Aud can we suppose that God desires an event which 
he is unable to accomplish? Surely not; for this would 
make him an imperfect being. ‘The infinite wisdom 
and almighty power of God are sufficient to accomplish 
his pleasure. Thus St. Paul says, “God worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will.”* The Al- 
mighty saith, “My counsel shall stand, and [ will do all 
my pleasure.”t Since it is the will of God that all 
men shall be made happy, and he works all things after 
the counsel of his own will; since it ts his pieasure 
that none shall be cast off forever, and all his pleasure 
will be accomplished, it is morally certain that ail intel- 
ligent beings will become holy and happy. 

4. Wedo not believe that a part only will be made 
happy ; because Christ died for all men.—There is no 
truth more clearly revealed in the scriptures than the 
universality of the atonement.—We are not only told 
that Christ died for “sinners,” and the “ungodly,” but 
that he “gave himself a ransom for all,’’ “tasted death 
for every man,”’ and “is the propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world.”{ Can we admit that God has repro- 
bated any of his creatures to ceaseless anguish ? Surely 
not; for he has sent his Son to die for all men. And 
can we suppose that Jesus suffered to no purpose, or 
spilt his precious biood in vain? ‘This must be the 
case, if any perish for whom he died. For certainly it 
must be in vain to those who are endlessly unhappy. 
But we cast a reproach upon the economy of God, and 
upon the suffering of his Son, by saying that any will 
finally perish for whom he suffered on the cross. Now 
those who contend for the salvation of the elect, rely 
solely upon the atonement of Christ. But if the salva- 


Eph. i. 11. + Isa. xvi. 10. 
1 Tim. ii.6 Heb. ii. 9. 1 John ui, 2. 
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tion of the elect is certain, because Christ died for them, 
then the happiness of all men is certain; for we have 
already shown, that he tasted death for every man, that 
“he might be for salvation to the ends of the earth.’’* 
Christ died for all, and we are expressly told that the 
blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin; that he shall see 
of the travail of his soul, and be satisfied ; for the plea- 
sure of the Lord shall prosper in his handset 


5. Wedo not believe that a part of the human family 
are to welter in the gulf of endless despair ; because the 
gospel was designed for all, and all are called upon to 
repent and believe.—Christ directed his disciples to “x0 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture.’t “God commandeth all men every where to re- 
pent.”§ “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters.”’|| Thus was the gospel designed for all men 
without exception. And this is conclusive evidence 
that God has not predestinated any of his creatures to 
endless damnation. Why should the gospel be preach- 
ed to all, if a part only have an interest therein? All 
men are invited to the gospel feast, and if provision is 
made only for a part, these invitations are mere mock- 
ery, hollow and deceptive. But our God cannot be 
charged with duplicity ; we therefore, reject this absurd 
notion.— We are all commanded to receive the record 
of the gospel, and “this is the record that God hath 
given us eternal life, and this life in his Son.” Hence 
Jesus Christ is called the “Savior of the world.’’** 

6. We do not believe that any of God’s creation will 
be finally rejected ; because Christ prayed for all, and 
we are commanded to follow his example.—In the 17th 
chapter of John, Jesus intercedes for the whole human 


* Acts xiii. 47. + 1 Johni. 7. Isai. Ji, 10, 11. 
t Mark xvi. 15. § Acts xvii. 30. 
H Isai. Iv. 1. % 1 John v. 11. 


** 1 John iv. 14. 




















Christian Repository. 19 


kind. He supplicates first, for himself; secondly, for 
his disciples ; thirdly for believers ; and lastly for the 
world. He prays that the world may believe ; and “he 
that believeth shall be saved,” saith the Lord. Again ; 
he prays that the world may know that the father sent 
him. In the third verse of this chapter he says, “this is 
life eternal, that they may know thee, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.”?” Thus our 
Lord prays for the salvation of the world. He. prays 
that they may exercise that faith which will entitle them 
to salvation, and possess that knowledge which is life 
eternal. Christ’s prayer on the cross is equivalent toa 
prayer for all men. He there prays for the salvation of 
his murderers. And as he prayed for these vile charac- 
ters, we may safely conclude he would pray for all men. 
Now all will admit that Christ prayed in faith. And 
the prayer of faith shall be answered. “Ask, and it 
shall be given you,” is the language of scripture. ‘The 
prayer of Jesus, therefore, will be granted, and the hap- 
piness of all men will come into event. 

Christ prayed for all, and we are not only command- 
ed to follow his example, but have an express exhorta- 
tion to pray for all men, even for wicked kings, and 
usurping despots.* Now who in his senses can sup- 
pose that God would command us to pray in faith for 
the salvation of all, unless it had been his intention to 
make all partakers of salvation? All pious men have 
adopted the practice, and if a single individual has ever 
prayed in faith, his praver will be granted. 


7. We do not believe in interminable torture ; because 
ave are commanded to do good to all, and to forgive all. 
We are commanded te forgive our brethren seventy 
times seven, to love our enemies, to do good to those 
who hate us, to overcome evil with good, &c.t Here 


* 1 Tim. ii. 1, + Matt. xvi. 22. v. 39.44. Rom. xii. 21. 
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then we are commanded to love and forgive all men. 
Now who can believe that God has commanded us to 
forgive those whom he will not forgive ; to pardon those 
whom he will not pardon; to do good to those whom 
he has designed for endless anguish ? The Lord does 
not command us to be better than himself, and as he 
has commanded us to forgive all men, it is clear from 
hence that he will forgive all men. 

8. We do not believe that punishment will be without 
end ; because sin is only a finite evil—That sin is not 
infinite, appears from numerous considerations, among 
which are the following. 1. The turpitude of sin takes 
its rise from the knowledge of the offender. ‘The same 
act is more or less heinous in proportion to the know- 
ledge of the sinner. This is the dictate of common 
sense ; and the scriptures assure us,* that the servant 
who knows his lord’s will, and commits things worthy 
of stripes, shall be beaten with many stripes, while the 
servant who /nows not, and commits things worthy of 
stripes, shall be beaten with few. For where mueh is 
given, much will be required, and where less is given, 
less will be required. It is plain, therefore, that the 
degrees of guilt will be in proportion to the knowledge 
of the offender. Now in order to make the turpitude 
of sin infinite , we must admit what we know to be im- 
possible, that the sinner possesses infinite knowledge. 
It is a law through all nature that like produces like. 
Every effect must be in ratio to its cause. And as the 
creature is finite, it is evident to demonstration that all 
his acts are finite also. 2. Sin must be finite, because 
there are degrees of sin. If sin is infinite, there can be 
no degree of sin; no difference between any two actions. 
The most trifling offence is as heinous as the most atro- 
cious deed ; for no sin can be more than infinite. But 
reason and scripture both teach us that there are de- 


* Luke xii. 47, 48. 
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grees of iniquity, and hence it follows that sin is finite. 
3. It is evident that sin is not infinite; because it is 
contrasted with the virtue which is-never allowed to be 
infinite. 4. It appears, from the nature of the atone- 
ment, that sin is only finite. It is worthy of remark 
that most of those who contend for the infinity of sin, 
believe in a vicarious atonement, that is, that the pun- 
ishment due to our sins, was suffered by Jesus Christ. 
And tho they maintain that Christ was equal to the Fa- 
ther, and was the Supreme God, they maintain also that 
he possessed a nature which was strictly human, and 
this was the only part which suffered on the cross. Now 
as the human, that is, the finite nature of Christ, and 
that only suffered, it is certain that the atonement must 
be finite. But they assert that the atonement is suffi- 
cient for ten thousand sins ; hence sin must be finite also. 

The scriptures, instead of supporting the notion that 
sin is infinite, go directly to oppose it. “Where sin 
abounded,” says St. Paul, “grace did much more 
abound.”’* Since grace abounds much more than sin, 
sin must be limited and not infinite. If sin were infi- 
nite, it would deserve an endless punishment; but as it 
is. only finite, it deserves only a limited punishment. 
Thus is the very foundation of endless misery swept 
away inamoment. The idea that sin is infinite in the 
boundless sense of that term, is not even hinted at in 
the scriptures. 

But perhaps the opposer will wish to assert, that Eli- 
phaz declares the iniquity of Job to be infinite To 
this we reply—the word infinite is used in two differ- 
ent senses in scripture and in common discourse. Some- 
times it means unbounded, and sometimes it is used in 
a relative sense, and signifies great, large, or numerous. 
The word infinite occurs, I believe, but three timest in 


* Rom. v. 20. t Job xxi. 5, 
t Psalm cxlvii. 5. Nah. tit. 9. Job xxii. 5. 
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the Bible. Once it is applied to the understanding of 
God, once to the strength ofa city, and once to iniquity. 
When applied to the city, it is, of course used in a lim- 
ited sense; and when applied to iniquity, is manifestly 
used inthe same manner. Eliphaz meant to represent 
Job’s sins great and numerous ; and therefore he asks, 
“Is not thy wickedness great, and thine iniquities 
infinite??? It appears that the word infinite is here 
applied, not to the magnitude, but to the number of 
offences ; for he proceeds in the following verses to give 
a catalogue of Job’s sins. Since the term in question 
is applied to the number of sins, it must be used in a 
comparative sense; for no one will pretend that Job’s 
sins were strictly innumerable. But if the objector 
still insist that Eliphaz meant to represent that Job’s 
sins were boundless in malignity, I will answer with 
Job, “He is a forger of lies,”’* and with God, “He has 
not spoken right.”’t [ Lo be continued. | 


For the Repository. 
TO THE REV. SAMUEL C. LOVELAND. 


Dear Sir, 

I perceive, by the Repository for April, present, that 
my last communication to you is laid over, to be dispo- 
sed of by the new Editor. As my avocations are such 
that I may not be able, conveniently, to continue our 
correspondence beyond the present communication, I 
request that this may be inserted in lieu of the former. 

I am not satisfied on a material point, which I con- 
sider necessary to establish the doctrine of punishment, 
or, if you please, rewards and punishment, in a spiritual 
state. In order to establish that doctrine, it appears to 
me to be necessary, first of all, to prove the existence 
of individual spirits, in another state, in some condition 


* Job xiii. 4. t Job xiii. 7, 8. 
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besides that of what is called in scripture the spiritual 
body. You have suggested, in the course of our coh- 
troversy, that I forget that man has a spirit in him, 
when [ contend that, in his natural state, he is dust. 
But, Sir, 1 was not unmindful of this circumstance. I 
acknowledge that man has a spirit in him, and that this 
spirit, on the dissolution of the body, returns to God 
who gave it. But the question is, Dves this spirit re- 
main an individual being ? Where is the scripture to 
prove that such is the case? The same writer who 
says, “Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was, 
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it,” says 
also, “That which befalleth the sons of men, befalleth 
beasts; even one thing befalleth them; as the one 
dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath, 
[spirit] so that a man hath no pre-eminence above a 
beast. All go to one place ; all are of the dust, and all 
turn to dust again.” (Eccle. iii. 19, 20.) I do not know 
of a single syllable of scripture to prove any thing about 
the spirit of man, after dissolution, but the above ; and, 
if that proves the existence of man in the form of an 
individual spirit, it equally proves the existence of 
beasts in that form. Should it be contended, that the 
interrogation which follows the above quotation, proves 
that the spirit of a man goeth upward, and that of a 
beast downward, (which I think it does not, but the 
reverse) still it as much proves the individuality of the 
spirit of a beast, as of that of a man, after death. 
Therefore in my view, there is an entire want of any 
scriptural proof of the existence of human spirits, with- 
out bodies, after death. It is on this ground that I 
deny that there is any existence at all, for mankind, 
but either in a natural or spiritual body ; and I must 
adhere to this position, and, of course, to the sentiment 
that there is no sin and punishment but in this world, 
until it is proved that there may be sin and punishment 
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in the state of spiritual, incorruptible, heavenly, and 
glorious bodies. Should you hit upon any thing which 
may seem to you to disprove my premises, I should be 
happy to seeit; but, for the reason given above, it is 
not probable I shall reply to it. I will promise, how- 
ever, to acknowledge it to you if your proof should be 


satisfactory to me. J. BROOKS, 
Bernardston, May 2, 1825. 


QUERIFS CONCERNING GOD’S DECREE, 
1. Is not God’s decree in conformity with his will } 
2. Is not God’s will his law ? 
3. Is not sin a transgression of the law? 

. If God has decreed that some men shall sin and 
sitie eternally, would they not sin if they should strive 
to avoid sinning and suffering eternally ? 

5. If God has not decree that all men should be 
saved, how can any be guilty of sin? 

If the reader is satisfied that God’s decree is his law, 
(and I see not how it can be otherwise) be must per- 
ceive, at once, that all sin consists in opposition to the 
decree ; and therefore he must be satisfied that God 
must have decreed that every man should be saved 
(from sin), or else it would be no sin to live in that 
which is called sin. The Westminster Catechism says, 
«God foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.” If he 
did, there comes to pass no sin; at least this is the 
case if men knew that God hath so ordained. God’s 
law, or decree, or foreordination, must be knowa in 
order to be sinfully opposed, or violated ; for where no 
law is, there 1s no transgression; and there is no law 
where no law is known. I maintain that ali the decree, 
or law, or foreordination of Goi, that we know, is, “that 
in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might 
gather together in one all things in Cirist.” There- 
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fore all the sin in the world consists in opposition to the 
scheme of universal salvation ; this being God’s law, 
or decree. 

It must, aecording to these premises, be known to 
every individual, that God decreed his salvation before 
he can sin. For this purpose, our Lord has directed 
that the gospel should be preached to every creature. 
When any man hears this gospel, he hears that God 
wills, or decrees, that he should be saved. If he be- 
lieves it not, but opposes it, he is guilty of sin, and of 
course is damned, instead of being justified, in his own 
understanding. “He that believeth is not condemned, 
[damned] but he that believeth not, is condemned 
(damned } already.” J. B. 


—_— 





QUESTION FOR A RESTORATIONIST. 

The Restorationist contends, that as God inflicts 
chastisements on his children in this world for their 
good, it follows that he will do the same in the other 
world. This principle is perfectly reasonable ; but the 
question is, Must we not, on this principle, if we allow 
ourselves to suppose a state of punishment besides in 
this world, suppose a continuance of the same tempta- 
tions, the same propensities, the same transgressions, 
and in short, the same conditions, in every particular, 
which here requires the infliction of the chastisement 
in question If the principle on which the Restoration- 
ist thus depends, does not make the other world precise- 
ly what this world is, in every particular, | am quite 
mistaken, and would thank any one of that belief to set 
me right. J. B. 





A QUESTION FOR THE BELIEVER IN ENDLESS MISERY TO SOLVE. 


An Apostle says, “For it had been better for them 
not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after 
Vox. VI. S 
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they have known it, to turn from the holy command- 
ment delivered unto them.” 

Now the believer in endless misery supposes that 
those who have never known the way of righteousness, 
must suffer that endless misery. He tells us that the 
heathen, not knowing the way of righteousness, are giv- 
en to idolatry, and all manner of sin, and consequently, 
are dropping into an eternity of misery every moment. 
He is calling most pathetically upon his fellow chris- 
tians, to contribute to send the bible and missionaries 
to these heathens, that they may know the way of right- 
eousness, and so may be saved from eternal torments. 

Now the question is, How can it be better for such 
heathen people not to know the way of righteousness, 
if in that case they are to suffer eternal misery, than it 
is to know it, as we christians do, and to “turn from the 
holy commandment ?” 

lf any believer in endless misery will answer me the 
above question, consistently with his creed, I will en- 
gage to pay him double the money, for the time he may 


find it necessary to devote to the subject, that he can 
earn in any other honest calling. J. B. 


Middlebury, Feb. 28, 1825. 
REV. SAMUEL C. LOVELAND, 

,\Sir,— Being indebted to you for the last volume of 
the “Christian Repository,’’ I thought proper to regard 
your notification, and govern myself accordingly. By 
the same notification I learn the work is to be removed 
from your hands, and continued by Mr. R. Bartlett, a 
man professing the same tenets with yourself. This 
change produces upon me neither joy nor dejection. If 
am sensible of the talents of this much beloved man. 
I am also sensible that the work heretofore, has been 
managed and conducted in a manner which cannot but 
meet the warm approbation of all impartial and unpre- 
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judiced minds—and hope that under the merciful hands 
of a good and just Being, it will not only receive an 
increased patronage, but also serve to propagate and 
establish that doctrine which the scriptures are so 
ready to substantiate. 

You, I presume, recollect, that last summer, in a 
communication to you, I requested the solution of a 
question on God’s will. Agreeably to my desire, it 
was noticed. I must confess, I was pleased with the 
candor and ingenuity with which it was handled ; but 
still many dark points to me seem to remain unexplain- 
ed. If nothing takes place contrary to the will of 
God, I cannot conceive how man can be considered a 
free agent, or accountable for his doings. It is true, 
the docttine of necessity, at its first consideration, “pre- 
sents an alarming aspect;” but upon its more tho- 
rough developement, I think it can be reconcileable to 
all unprejudiced minds. I may, however, be in an 
error; and if so, to remove this error, is my greatest 
desire. If God has laid out the road for his sn to 
pursue, can they deviate? and by pursuing this path, 
do we become responsible ? 

Man’s course is laid out, and whatever is in his 
course for him to do, that will he perform ; whether in 
our views they are just or unjust. If our course is pre- 
scribed, and all our transactions are agreeable to the 
will of God, how can it add to, or diminish our excel- 
lencies, if we believe in the doctrine of necessity, or that 
of free agency? The actions of men, [ think, may be 
compared to the movements of a watch: for here you 
behold many and various kinds of wheels, &c.; and all 
pursuing a different course ; yet, you perceive they all 
“work for good.” Therefore, I am led to believe that 
“whatever is, is right.” 

These obstacles in the way of free agency may, in 
your view, be considered as easily surmounted ; but te 
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me, they yet remain unmoved. My arguments, per- 
haps, are incongruous. [If so, lay them tomy weakness 
rather than disposition; for it is my most anxious de- 
sire to have these things fully and rightly explained. 

The truth of the scriptures in full, and the doctrine of 
free agency, are topics which I long to have fully dis- 
cussed. These are by me considered essential points. 
The attainment of the one, may serve to do away the 
doubts of the other ; and unless established in one or 
both of these points, the mind is left wandering upon 
uncertainties. However, time will develope and reveal 
all things. 

Please view with candor the preceding remarks, and 
accept my best wishes for your future prosperity and 


_ welfare. W*. C, S***, 


For the Christian Repository. 
REMARES ON ITHAMAR SMITH’S LETTER. 


Mr. Editor, 
In the last number of the fifth volume of the Repos- 


itory, there is a communication from Ithamar Smith, to 
which Br. Loveland, the late Editor, has very ably, tho 
briefly replied; and so far as his arguments extend, I 
think they are conclusive. But it is apparent, as he 
acknowledges, that some of the arguments of Mr. Smith 
are left unnoticed, and I trust that a few additional 
remarks in reply to some of those arguments, will not 
be construed by Br. Loveland into any disrespect to 
him, or considered as an intrusion upon his prerogative. 

A calm and dispassionate discussion of the all-im- 
portant subjects connected with the Christian religion, 
is undoubtedly calculated, by leading the mind to seri- 
ous reflections, to an examination of our own senti- 
ments, and those of others who may honestly differ with 
us in opinion, to produce much good in the world; asit 
is only by comparing different sentiments with each 
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other, and testing them all by reason and revelation, 
that we shall be able to arrive at a knowledge of the 
truth. 

With the candor and apparent sincerity which char- 
acterize the communication of Mr. Smith, | am extreme- 
ly well pleased ; as they are evincive of a christian 
disposition, and a desire to receive instruction, or by 
imparting it to others, to become serviceable to his fel- 
low creatures. 

That portion of his communication to which Br. 
Loveland has not replied, and in relation to which I 
propose to offer a few reflections, is contained in the 
last paragraph but one, in the following words: “That 
the incorrigibly wicked will receive punishment with- 
out end, is a sentiment which prevails wherever the 
word of God is known. By what means does such a sen- 
timent prevail? This question must be solved in one or 
the other of two ways. Ether the scriptures have led 
to the belief that there will be endless punishment, or 
-else this doctrine is the invention of men. The charac- 
ter of the doctrine forbids the latter supposition. Quod 
voiumus facile credimus. Men easily pervert scripture 
from its plain meaning, so as to make it convey a sense 
agreeable to their Gudlies: ; and their ingenuity is often 
employed to this end. But they will not, without being 
compelled, receive a doctrine which they disiike. They 
never would explain away the plain declarations of 
scripture, in order to bring themselves to believe that 
they deserve eternal misery, and that God wiil, in many 
instances, inflict what they deserve.” 

The first expression which I wish to notice in the 
above quotation from Mr. Smith’s letter, is the follow- 
ing: “That the incorrigibly wicked will receive punish- 
ment without end, is a sentiment which prevails where- 
ever the word of God is known.” From the abuve ex- 
pression, and from the frequent use made of the phrase 
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| “incorrigihly wicked” by the advocates of the doctrine 
} of endless misery, a person not particularly and tho- 
roughly acquainted with the language of the bible, would 

be led to believe that it was a scripture expression, and 
that such characters were clearly and unequivocally 
pointed out in the record of divine truth. But such is 
not the fact. The expressions, “incorrigibly wicked,” 
or finally impenitent, are not found in the volume of 
inspiration; they are wholly the inventions of men. 
What are we to understand by the “incorrigibly wick- 
ed ?”? If we adopt the explanation of Lexicographers, 
| we must suppose the expression refers to those who are 
H “beyond all means of amendment.” Among’ “all the 

means of ainendment,”’ the grace of God is undoubtedly 

| the most efficient, as it is that alone which “bringeth 

| salvation ;” and Christians of all denominations agree, 

| that it is only by the operation of the spirit of God upon 

i the heart, that a real reformation or amendment is ef- 
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fected. Now when we consider that the operations of 
sovereign grace are directed by infinite wisdom, assist- 
ed by almighty power, can we for one moment indulge 
the idea they will fail of producing all their intended 
| effects? And when we say that man can finally and 
| effectually withstand all these, do we not, in effect, say 
{ that he possesses power more than the Almighty? [ am 
| sensible that in order to support the doctrine of endless 
Pt punishment, it is absolutely necessary to establish the 

| fact that there are some who are “incorrigibly wicked,” 

| whom no means can amend, no power humble, and who 
| can effectually withstand the will and purposes of Om- 
| nipotence ! But when God shall “finish transgression, 
| and make an end of sin,” when he shall “swallow up 
| death in victory,” and “wipe away tears from off all 
| faces,’ when he shall “reconcile all things unto himself,” 
when “at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, of 
) ° things in heaven, and things on earth, and things under 
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the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father,” (“and no man 
can say that Jesus is Lord, but by the Holy Ghost,’’) 
and when God shall be “all in all,’?.1 am at a loss to 
conjecture where such characters as the “incorrigibly 
wicked”? can be found; and the Psalmist assures us 
that neither the wicked nor his place shall be, or exist. 

I now proceed to notice another expression contained 
in the foregoing quotation. “Either the scriptures have 
led to the belief that there will be endless punishment, 
or else this doctrine is the invention of men. The 
character of the doctrine forbids the latter supposition.” 
In a preceding part of Mr. Smith’s communication, he 
acknowledges that “no truth can be contrary to rea- 
son? The writer has here involved himself in a di- 
lemma from which I think it will be difficult for him to 
extricate himself. By first admitting that “no truth 
can be contrary to reason,” and afterwards stating that © 
the “character of the doctrine of endless punishment 
forbids the supposition that it is the invention of men,” 
does he not, in effect, say that the doctrine which he ad- 
vocates is so “contrary to reason,” (and consequently 
to truth) that the “supposition that it is the invention 
of reasonable beings, is inadmissible ? or does he intend 
to deny that men are reasonable beings, and capable of 
ascertaining what is truth? The great difficulty in the 
mind of Mr. Smith appears to be, how to account for 
the introduction of that doctrine into the world, unless 
it is revealed in the scriptures; and it is confessed that 
the unreasonableness of the doctrine is such, as to “for- 
bid the supposition” that “it is the invention of men,” 
unless we can discover some motive sufficiently strong 
to induce them toinvent it; and this discovery, [ think, 
it will not be difficult to make. 

Man has “sought out many inventions” for the pur- 

pose of aggrandizing himself, and establishing a domin- 
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ation over his fellow man; and amongst all the means 
resorted to for this purpose, the union of Church and 
State is undoubtedly one of the most powerful. After 
this union had been effected, it was the mutual interest 
of each to support the authority of the other, and when 
the arm of civil power was insufficient to coerce obedi- 
ence, the ecclesiastical was called to its aid. It is a 
weil known fact, that this union took place during what 
is called the dark ages of Christianity, when the great 
bulk of mankind were sunk in the grossest ignorance, 
and when Popery reigned triumphant over the whole 
Christian world. An aspiring and corrupt priesthood 
has never been wanting in exertions to establish an un- 
bounded tyranny, not only over the persons, but the 
consciences of their fellow men; and for this purpose, 
they not only imprisoned, tortured and put to death 
those who would not patiently submit to their usurped 
authority, but pretending to be the vicegerents of God 
on earth, they denounced the pains of endless damna- 
tion on those who continued refractory. A religion thus 
propagated and supported, and that too during a period 
of moral darkness and ignorance, could ‘not fail, in the 
course of a few generations, of becoming general; and 
as all protestant churches are descended from the 
church of Rome, it is easy te discover the manner in 
which this doctrine has been perpetuated. 

There are other grounds on which the introduction of 
the doctrine of endless misery into the world might be 
accounted for; such as the pride of the human heart, 
the passions of envy, anger, malice, &c. But lest I 
should swell this communication to too great an extent, 
Il will pass from this subject, and briefly notice one 
other expression contained in the quotation above made. 
Mr. Smith says that men “would never explain away 
the plain declarations of scripture, in order to bring 
themselves to believe that they deserve eternal misery, 
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and that God will, in many instances, inflict what they 
deserve.” 

In the above sentiment, 1 perfectly agree with the 
writer, for the idea that man can deserve endless and 
interminable torments, as a punishment for his mis- 
deeds in this transitory life, is so “contrary to reason” 
and the dictates of common sense, that it is matter of 
astonishment, that any person should ever be induced 
to believe it. If this sentiment be true, it must also be 
true that man can by his good deeds in this life, merit 
eternal and unfading glory and felicity in that which is 
to come. No Christian pretends that the latter prope- 
sition is true, but all will admit that eternal life is a free 
and unmerited gift of God to man. 

As the idea that all mankind, while in a state of na- 
ture, deserve eternal misery, is one which is very stren- 
uously urged by the advocates of this doctrine, I must 
earnestly solicit Mr. Smith, or some other person who 
believes as he does, to produce the evidence of the 
scriptures by which it is supported, as that evidence 
and that alone, will do away all controversy on this 
important subject. 

The above remarks are not dictated by a spirit of 
enmity tewards Me. Smith, or any other person, neither 
by a disposition to engage in controversy, but by a sin- 
cere and ardent desire that they may be useful to some 
of my fellow creatures, by inducing them to a careful 
and candid investigation of the holy scriptures, to “see 
whether these things are so,” or whether they have not 


been in the habit of receiving “for doctrine, the tradi- 
tions of men.” ee a 


Langdon, N. H. May 16, 1825. 
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For the Repository. 
“a NEW COMMANDMENT I GIVE UNTO YOU, THAT YE LOVE 


ONE ANOTHER.” 

In this age of inquiry, nothing is more susceptible of 
attracting the attention, than something new. It was 
so in the days of the Apostles ; the people were desi- 
rous to hear something new. “For all the Athenians 
and strangers which were there, spent their time in 
nothing else, but either to tell or hear some new thing.” 
If we inquire into the cause of this natural disposition, 
almost universally implanted in the breasts of mankind, 
perhaps we shall find that it all consists in this unde- 
piable truth, “that the eye is never tired with seeing, 
nor the ear with hearing.” But here centres the sum 
and substance of the whole matter, and it becomes every 
one to ask of what real value or importance is this new 
thing. Does it tend to increase the comfort, happiness, 
or joy of any of the human family? Or on the other 
hand, does it tend only to increase the idle curiosity ? 
If this is the only object of attraction, it is most likely 
to be worse than nothing. But if the attention is ar- 
rested by something valuable, either to the morals or to 
the comfort of human nature, it becomes a duty to hold 
such blessings up to view for the good of the world. 
Here then is this grand and glorious antidote which our 
Savior, in the days of his flesh, has left us, “A new com- 
mandment I give unto you, That ye love one another.” 

It is impossible for the combined powers of the whole 
world to offer any thing that will surpass this command- 
ment. If any doubt this, let them try the experiment, 
put the command into execution, and then say, if it does 
not centre and harmonize every possible perfection. 
“Love is the fulfilling of the law.”? Love to God, and love 
to men, is the grand object which will finally sweep like 
an overwhelming torrent all opposition before it, and 
bring into subjection all hearts. Like the stone cut out 
of the mountain, it will fill the whole earth. E. V. 
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THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTIANITY. 
Illustrated in a German Parable. 

“In the neighborhood of Antioch, in Syria, dwelt two 
families, who had long been at bitter enmity, which was 
transferred from the parentsto the children. Attalus 
and Meno, the heads of these families, seized every 
occasion to annoy one another, and their animosity in- 
creased every day. 

“Now Meno had a slave, who was a disciple of the 
Lord, and walked worthily of the gospel, and was 
faithful in all things, so that Meno esteemed him highly, 
and placed him over his whole household. ‘The name 
of this slave was Silas. And in all that Silas did, God 
was with him, and blessed the house of his master for 
his sake. Meno, therefore, frequently conversed with 
his steward, and Silas converted him, so that he believ- 
ed and was baptized in the name of the Lord. From 
this time forward Meno became a totally different man: 
from what he had been before; and he ceased to speak 
ill of Attalus, his enemy, tho Attalus hated and 
persecuted him more than ever, and daily did him fresh 
injury. 

“By such forbearance Attalus was still more exaspera- 
ted, and he hired wicked men to lay waste Meno’s 
garden in the night, and they destroyed his finest trees, 
en which Meno set a particular value. 

“Then Meno’s friends went to him and said, If thou 
dost not revenge this injury, he will soon do thee a still 
greater. But Meno answered them and said, This 
mischief was done at night: he will deny it. To me it 
serves for an exercise in patience. I was myself 
formerly actuated by the same spirit. 

“Soon afterwards, Meno’s friends brought two of the 
villains whom Attalus had suborned to lay waste the 
garden, and said, These men have confessed the fact, 
therefore now thou mayest have him punished. But 
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Meno answered, I have forgiven him, and will not ad- 
mit enmity into my heart, tho I am certainly grieved 
for the loss of the trees. And Meno’s friends were angry 
with him for his forbearance. 

“Some time afterwards a furious fire broke out in the 
house of Attalus. Meno hastened with all his people 
to the spot, and saved two of his enemy’s children from 
the flames. He thereupon went up to Attalus and offer- 
ed him his hand, saying, Let there be no longer enmity 
between thee and me, and between thy house and mine! 
And Meno offered to assist bim in building a new house 
instead of that which had been consumed. 

“But Attalus turned from him, and was wroth in spi- 
rit, and said, This fire was the work of Meno,—and 
many believed his words. And this circumstance trou- 
bled the heart of Meno beyond measure, and his friends 
said, Take no farther account of that wicked man, but 
deliver him over to Satan! 

“But Meno said, He is still a man, and bears in his 
bosom a wounded heart. TI will not curse him. 

“In process of time Attalus lost all that he possessed, 
and he became exceedingly poor, and suffered want 
with his wife and children, and Attalus himself fell sick 
with distress and grief. : 

“Then Meno took courage and went again to him and 
said, Ah, Attalus! let not discord prevail any longer 
between me and thee, but let us shake hands before we 
die! Behold, what is mine shall be thine. Let us then 
in future live together as brothers. 

«When Attalus heard these words, he looked at Meno 
with hollow eyes, and his face was distorted, and he 
turned it away But his wife and children wept, and 
Meno wept also. 

«Then did his friends deride Meno, and say, Now 
surely hath thy heart exhausted its kindness on the 
unworthy wretch ; what more‘canst thou do for him ? 
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And Meno secretly supported Attalus and his family, 
so that they suffered no want. 


“After those days Attalus became worse, and at 
length gave up the ghost. When Meno heard this, he 
wept for him and attended him to the grave, and 
became the protector of the widow and orphans. 

“The people then said, How is it possible for a man 


to act thus? But they knew not the spirit that dwelt 
in Meno.” 


REMARKS. 

We have copied the above from the EvancELIsT, an 
orthodox work published in this city ; and altho it por- 
trays Christianity in its true and engaging light, we 
are astonished that it obtained favor with the advocates 
of modern theology, as they believe it right to pray for 
the destruction of their enemies, and that, in offering 
such prayers, they are moved by the spirit of God. If 
the power of christianity induced Meno to forbear, for- 
give, and to return blessing for cursing, if it persuaded 
him not to faint, but to overcome evil with good, by 
what is he influenced, who curses his enemy, and who 
prays that God will destroy him ? If one be moved by 
the benevolence of Christ, the other is excited by the 
malignity of Antichrist; if one be incited by a good, 
the other is actuated by an evil spirit. But if the spi- 
rit of Jesus prompted a servant, a disciple to use an ad- 
versary with kindness during his life, to weep at his 
death, and to protect his wife and children after his de- 
parture, what would have been the conduct of the Mas- 
ter? When will Christ’s commands cease to bind, or 
when will it be right for us te hate our enemies, to 
eurse those who curse us, to maltreat those who hate 
us, and to imprecate eternal vengeance on those who 
despitefully use and persecute us? And whose chil- 
dren should we be, did we possess and exercise this 


desolating spirit? Are Christ’s precepts limited to this 
Vou. VI. 4 
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stage of being, and will he direct us in the coming 
state to curse and deliver to Satan those whom he com- 
manded us to bless and protect in this life ? If Meno 
were influenced by christianity, or the spirit of Christ, 
in treating his enemy with kindness while he lived, 
and after his death, how can Christ love and pray for 
his enemies while they live, and damn them as svon as 
they are dead? The above parable makes the disciple 
superior to the Master, and the copy to the original, 
or Christ will treat his enemies with love, and pray, 
Father, forgive them, so long as he-is the image of God. 
It may be said, the attention and unwearied kindness 
of Meno did not reclaim Attalus, and that the love and 
tenderness of Christ may be equally ineffectual in over- 
coming his foes. ‘This is mere assertion, and is direct- 
ly contradicted by the scriptures, in which we are 
taught that Christ shall subject his every foe. As Meno 
could not conquer his enemy but by overcoming evil 
with good, so Christ can never vanquish his adversaries 
till their hearts are conformed to his benign spirit. A 
moral victory is the only one Christ can obtain over his 
foes, and the scriptures declare he shall reign till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet, and that when all things 
shall be subdued unto him, he shall be subject to the 
Father, that God may be all in all. Were the van- 
quishment physical, Christ would resemble Tamerlane, 
Alexander and Bonaparte, and Meno, instead of mani- 
festing the spirit of christianity, was not the follower of 
Christ. From the whole argument this conclusion is 
evident: if Meno treated his enemies with christian 
temper, and in the manner commanded by his great 
Master, Christ must treat his enemies in the same man- 
ner or he will disgrace his own commands. If this in- 
ference be incorrect, Attalus exhibited the christian 
spirit, and so did Nero and Caligula. 


Hartf. Rel. Ing. 
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{As the following has recently been published in the Wood- 
stock Observer, we have thought best to insert it in our 
pages, contrasted with Scripture eloquence, that our read- 
ers may behold the difference. Believing that we are not 
strangers to Dr. Griffin’s sentiments on theology, knowing 
him to be a strict Calvinist, we would just inquire of him, 
or some one of his sect, whether he views the elect in any 
danger of being overtaken by this terriide storm. We 
know he does not. Then we would again inquire, whether 
he believes the non-elect can be benefitted by his alarm, 
called ‘pulpit eloquence ?” We are again certain he does 
not. Then, where is the propriety in making this attempt 
to frighten weak and timid minds, when it is altogether 
visionary, a vor el preeterea nihil, and even if real, accord- 
ing to his own theory, could benefit no one ? 


From the Columbian Telescope. 
PULPIT ELOQUENCE, 


Close of a Sermon, by Dr. Griffin, Pastor of a Church in 
Newark, N. J. 


Now then, my friends, my reasons are all before you, 
and I hope to be justified by your consciences, while I 
execute the commission given me in the text. God 
hath said to the wicked, “O wicked man, thou shalt 
surely die ;” and the watchmen are commanded upon 
their peril to sound the alarm. I therefore solemnly 
declare, in the name of God, that there is a dreadful 
war waged of all the divine perfections against sin— 
that the sacred rights of heaven have taken the field— 
that every glory of the Godhead holds a livid lightning 
pointed at every thought—that the inviolable honor of 
heaven’s King is enlisted, and is coming down to crush 
a rebellious world. In equally solemn tunes I declare, 
as my office obliges, and call every angel to witness, 
that in this war, God is right and the world is wrong. 
These great truths, while I live, { will declare, and 
hope to pronounce them with my dying breath,—God 
a6 Fight and the world is wrong. I wish they were set 
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forth in broad letters upon every forehead, and with a 
pen dipped in heaven were written upon every heart. 
{ wish they were set upon the frontispiece of every 
book, and posted in sunbeams at the corner of every 
street,—that they were graven with the point of a 
diamond in the rock forever,—God is right and the 
world is wrong. I would that these ponderous truths 
might pass from land -to land—prostrate nations, 
unknown tongues, and rolling through every clime, 
might bring a humbled world to ask for mercy at a Sa- 
vior’s feet. 

Standing on my watch tower, I am commanded, if I 
see axght of evil coming, to give warning. I again so- 
lemnly declare that I do discern evil approaching ; I 
see a storm collecting in the heavens: I discover the 
emotion of the troubled elements; I hear the roar of 
distant wind—Heaven and earth seem mingled in the 
conflict—and I cry to those for whom I watch, 4 storm ! 
A storm! Get you into the ark, or you are swept away. 
Oh, what is it ] see? I see a world convulsed and fall- 
ing to ruins—the sea burning like oil—nations rising 
from under ground—the sun falling—the damned in 
chains before the bar, and some of my poor hearers with 
them! I see them cast from the battlements of the 
judgement scene; My God! the eternal pit has closed 
upon them forever ! 


SCRIPTURE ELOQUENCE. 

See Isa. lil.7—10. “How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, 
that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy 
God reigneth! Thy watchman shall lift up the voice ; 
with the voice together shall they sing: fur they shall 
see eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring again Zion. 
Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of 
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Jerusalem: for the Lord hath comforted his people, he 
hath redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord hath made bare 
his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations ; and all the 
ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.” 

Luke iv. 16—22; “And he came to Nazareth, where 
he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went 
into the synagogue on the sabbath-day, and stood 
up for to read. And there was delivered unte him the 
book of the prophet Esaias: and when he had opened 
ithe book, he found the place where it was written, The 
spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed 
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to 
heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised; to preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord. And he closed the book, and he 
gave it again to the Minister, and sat down. And the 
eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were 
fastened upon him. And he began to say unto them, 
This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. And 
all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of his mouth.” 


pg 


The following Reflections are selected from the close of a 
book, entitled “Evans’ Sketch of Denominations ;” and as 
we believe they would be beneficial to a christian public, 


(if properly read and considered) so we give them an inser- 
tion in the Repository. 





REFLECTIONS. 


Of all the. subjects presented to the human mind, 
religion claims the first and the greatest attention. If 
there be a God, a Providence, a Savior, and a Future 
State of Retribution, these weighty truths ought to be 
pressing upon our minds, and presiding over our con- 
duct. To familiarize ourselves with their evidences, 


_» to lay open our souls to their energy, and promote, by 
4* 
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every honorable method, their spread and establishment 
among mankind, should be our ambition. Zeal is an 
elevated and a useful passion. It is forcibly and 
repeatedly enjoined in the sacred writings. It forms 
the leading trait of excellence in the best and most 
enlightened characters. Indeed, an individual can 
scarcely be pronounced truly good, except he possesses 
a portion of this celestial fire. But let us be careful 
that our warmth be temperate and regular. Zeal, con- 
fined within the limits prescribed by reason and scrip- 
ture, is attended with blessed consequences. Loosened 
from these restraints, like the devouring conflagration, 
it involves in one undistingnishable ruin the victims of 
its fury, and triumphs in the desolation it has effected. 
How different is the Christian, influenced by a zeal 
purely evangelical, from the monster who is either swol- 
len with the venom of uncharitableness, or is pregnant 
with persecution for conscience sake! ‘Mistake me 
not, (says good Richard Baxter) I do not slight ortho- 
doxy, nor jeer at the name; but’only disclose the pre- 
tences of devilish zeal in pious or seemingly pious men, 
The slanders of some of these, and the bitter opprobri- 
ous speeches of others, have more effectually done the 
Devil’s service, under the name of orthodoay and zeal 
for truth, than the malignant scorners of godliness.” 
Thus, also, the pious Matthew Henry declares, that of 
all the Christian graces—zxat is most apt to turn sour. 
And Dr. Doddridge, in his Family Expositor, has this 
remark—“Wisely did Christ silence the suspicious 
praises of an unclean spirit; and vain is all the hope, 
which men build merely on those orthodox professions 
of the most important truths, in which Satan himself 
could vie with them.”? May these observations be re- 
membered by zealots of every description ! 

Indeed, the light and darkness now blend together, 
instead of generating a spirit of scepticism, or precipi- 
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tating us into acts of violence, should impel us to look 
fur the new heavens and the new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. What ye know not now, ye shall know 
hereafter, was our Savior’s declaration to his disciples, 
respecting an event which occurred whilst he continued 
to sojourn amongst them. [It is, therefore, reasonable 
to believe that we shall not remain ignorant of matters 
of superior importance, when the proper period of com- 
municating higher degrees of information arrives. We 
may, however, be assured, that the Spirit of God cuides 
all good men into necessary truth. This is a sentiment 
in which the wisest of mankind goncur ; and upon which 
learned divines, after their most penetrative researches, 
are obliged ultimately to rest. A venerable and dis- 
tinguished Christian father pronounced the greatest 
heresy to be a wicked life. Devoutly is it wished that 
those who are clamorous about speculative tenets, would 
level their artillery more against the violation of the 
preceptive part of our religion. 

The eloquent Saurin pointedly exclaims—*«Why are 
not ecclesiastical bodies as rigid and severe against 
heresies of practice as they are against heresies of spec- 
ulation ? Certainly there are heresies in morality as 
well as in theology. Councils and synods reduce the 
doctrines of- faith to certain propositional points, and 
thunder anathemas against all who refuse to subscribe 
them. They say, cursed be he who doth not believe 
the divinity of Christ ; cursed be he who doth not be- 
lieve hypostatical union, and the mystery of the cross ; 
cursed be he who denies the inward operations of grace, 
and the irresistible efficacy of the Spirit. I wish they 
would make a few canons against moral heresies. How 
many are there of this kind among our people!” These 
observations made by the intelligent Saurin, respecting 
the refugee Protestants in Holland, are applicable to 
the Protestants in our times. Their anathemas are 
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directed more against error than against unrighteous- 
ness. Whereas vice is the more formidable enemy to 
the welfare of mankind. To the word of God, there- 
fore, let us have constant recourse, and: thence derive 
the doctrine which is according to godliness, pure as the 
light of heaven, and refreshing as the dew of the morn- 
ing! The gospel of Jesus Christ, justly understood, 
and cordially believed, enlightens the mind—calms the 
troubled conscience—rectifies depraved propensities— 
and introduces us into the habitation of the spirits of 
just men made perfect. 

But, alas! mankind,*instead of ascertaining what is 
truth, and how it can Best exert its influence over the 
several departments of conduct, are occupied in schemes 
of interested ambition, or sunk into criminal indiffer- 
ence. Upon death they seldom bestow a serious 
thought. ‘Tho awful in its nature, frequent in its re- 
currence, and alarming in its consequences, it leaves 
on their minds no impression. Without emotion they 
behold their fellow creatures snatched from off the busy 
theatre of action, and driven, one after another, either 
by disease or accident, into the house appointed for all 
living! Upon the decease, indeed, of relatives and 
friends, they heave a sigh, utter an exclamation, shed a 
tear, but clothing themselves in the garments of sorrow, 
the tragedy is quickly over. Re-assuming their former 
views, and laying their minds open afresh to the domin- 
ion of their passions, they return with avidity to the oc- 
cupations and amusements of life. Thus proceeds the 
tenor of their existence on earth, till they also are swept 
away into the receptacles of the dead. But why are 
men thus forgetful of their destination ? Why lose sight 
of the end for which their benevolent Creator breathed 
into their nostrils the breath of life? Why not be mak- 
ing diligent preparation for the hour of dissolution, 


which closes the scene of their activity, and terminates 
their state of trial ? 
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Pilgrims and sojourners on earth, we are hastening 
to an eternal world, and a few more fleeting years will 
place even the youngest of us before the tribunal of 
Heaven. Whether we can abide the awful scrutiny 
which shall be instituted at the last great day, “for 
which all other days were made,” is a question of infi- 
nite importance, and intimately concerns rational and 
accountable creatures. Amidst the din of controversy, 
and the jarrings of adverse parties, the opinions of the 
head are often substituted for the virtues of the heart, 
and thus is practical religion deplorably neglected. 
Fleeing, therefore, those pernicious disputes, which 
damp our devotion, and contract our benevolence, let 
us cultivate the means by which our faith may be invig- 
orated, our hope enlivened, our charity confirmed, and 
our affections elevated to the things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God! ‘The 
veil now thrown over the preliminary state, and con- 
cealing from our view celestial objects, shall be speedily 
removed. Then bidding adieu to prejudices which 
darken the understanding, irritate the temper, and de- 
form the spirit, we shall embrace each other with per- 
fect love, and shall be astonished at ourselves for hav- 
ing been on earth so addicted to unprofitable disputa- 
tions, and so backward to the exercise of brotherly 
kindness, and of christian charity. We shall, in- 
deed, be ready to exclaim in the words of holy Mr. Bax- 
ter—“Where are now our different judgements, re- 
proachful names, divided spirits, exasperated passions, 
strange looks, and uncharitable censures ? Now we are 
all of one judgement, of one name, of one heart, house, 
and glory! O sweet reconciliation! Happy union! 
Now the gospel shall no more be dishonored by our 
folly !” 

Almighty God! look down on thine erring creatures. 
Pity their darkness and imperfection. Direct them 














ae cence 








46 Christian Repository, 


into the truth as it is in Jesus. Banish from their 
hearts the bitterness of censure. Cherish in their 
minds a spirit of moderation and love towards their fel- 
low Christians, To their zeal add knowledge, and to 
their knowledge, charity. Make them humble under 
the difficulties which adhere to their faith, and patient 
under the perplexities which accompany their practice. 
Guide them by thy counsel, and, through the mediation 


of thy Son Jesus Christ, receive them into thy kingdom 
and glory. 


CONVERSATION WITH A CALVINIST MINISTER. 

The Editor of this paper, and the Rev. Mr. Woods, 
of Warner, N. H. having accidentally met at a tavern 
to refresh themselves, the following brief conversation 
took place. Mr. W. accosted Mr. B. with this abrupt 
and severe language: ‘Why do you go about preach- 
ing, when you and all your party are nothing but De- 
ists F?? This caused all the strangers, at once, to gaze 
intently on Mr. B. After a moment’s pause, and all 
was silent, Mr B. replied, “Mr. W. why do you call 
me and the Universalists deists? Why cast such an 
opprobrium on a sect of Christians who are the most 
distant from deism of any in the known world? [t can 
easily be proved, sir, that the Calvinists are much nearer 
the deistical sentiment than the Universalists.”. “The 
Calvinist,” says Mr. W. “much nearer deism than the 
Universalist? What do you mean? Proceed to prove 
it.” “Well sir,”? says Mr. B. “that is easily done. You 
will admit, sir, it is presumed, that a deist does not be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ of Nazareth will save any one.” 
“Yes,” says Mr. W. “Well, then the proof is at hand. 
A Deist believes that Jesus Christ will save none; a 
Caivinist believes he will save a few ; the Universalist 
believes he will save the whole. It is now submitted to 
your judgement, sir, to decide, whether the statement is 
proved or not”? Mr. W. smiled, but made no reply. 
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MINISTERIAL SPECULATION. 

In the interior of New-Hampshire, lived a Rev. Mr. 
a Calvinist minister, who was a member of the 
Bible Society in that State, and had a large number of 
bibles entrusted to his care, to distribute among the 
poor who were destitute of the scriptures. After this 
good minister had diligently sought after the poor, and 
supplied them with the word of life, he had a few extra 
scriptures left. What think ye the good man did in 
this case? He goes to one of his rich neighbors, makes 
sale of one of his bibles, and purchases himself a pair 
of geese. What can we call this but missionary like, 
literally feathering his own nest ? 











MISCELLANEOUS. 
Mr. Editor, 

The following was sent me some time ago; but by reason 
of being on a sheet containing matter not intended for the 
Repository, and received at a time when many avocations 
called my attention, it was put away with other papers, and 
thus was overlooked. You will undoubtedly confer a favor 


by inserting it. S. C. LOVELAND. 
“Mr. Editor, 

“Having been a reader of your useful work since its 
commencement, I request you or some of your corres- 
pondents, to explain their views of John v. 28, 29, which 
speaks of a resurrection to damnation. ELIAS.” 





Among the miscellaneous matter of the last volume, 
we ought to have noticed that the sermons, with the ex- 
ception of the one preached at the funeral of Mrs. Sher- 
win, were from the pen of Br. Edward Turner. 





New Meeting-houses.—Three new meeting-houses are 
building for the Universalists: one at Haverhill, Mass. 

gue at Nantucket, and one at Turner, Me. May the 
- Lord bless and psosper these builders. 











4% Christian Repository. 





OBITUARY. 

Died, in Dalton, N. H. April 23, Mrs. Mary Brooks, wife 
of Rev. George W. Brooks, aged 20 years, 10 months, and 25 
days. She was an affectionate wife, a kind mother, an obe- 
dient daughter, and highly respected by all her friends and 
acquaintances. As an example to the world, of her chris- 
tian fortitude, she died with all the composure of one going 
to sleep with a hope full of immortality. [Communicated.] 











POETRY. 
From the London Universalist Miscellany. 
TRUST IN GOD. 
“Consider the Ravens.” —Luke xii. 24. 


Curist Jesus, our Lord, our teacher and king, 
Those comforting words we thankfully sing ; 
May we as from heaven thy council receive, 
Consider the Ravens, and learn to believe. 


Whatever distress or want may betide, 

The God of all grace will for us provide. 
Thou in his great name hast taught us to say, 
Consider the Ravens whenever you pray. 


They sow not, nor reap, por gather in store, 
Have nothing to keep, yet never are poor, 
If God in the heavens made nothing in vain, 
Consider the Ravens, and never complain. 


Your want may be great, and friends may be few, 
Yet on him still wait, whatever you do; 

To God our great Father continue to call, 
Consider the Ravens, and trust him for all. 


Took up to his throne, nor ever despair, 

But thankfully own his fatherly care ; 

Our Jehovah-jireh forever adore, 

Consider the Ravens, and doubt him no more. 


O doubt not his care, his truth, nor his love, 
Which kindly all share, and constantly prove. 
When you against Heaven to murmur begin, 
Consider the Ravens, and blush for your sin. 


Still, Lord, while from home a pilgrim I stay, 
Thy bounty bestow, thy kindness display, 

To God in Christ Jesus Vl lift up my voice, 
Consider the Ravens, and always rejoice. 




















